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start with an assumed condition of things which we
treat as initial. In the present case, according to
the supposition to which I have referred, we start
with a condition in which matter is distributed,
with a greater or less approach to uniformity, through
space, and attracts according to the law of gravitation,
and may further be supposed to be in motion, differ-
ently in different parts. I say may be supposed to be
in motion, because if it were at rest motion would be
produced as a result of gravitation; but the supposi-
tion of rest throughout is a very special and therefore
restrictive one ; that of motion would be the most
general case.

According, then, to the supposed mode of evolu-
tion of the solar system, a mode which physical
considerations seem to render probable enough, the
argument for design, so far as it is founded on the
adaptation of the solar system to the wants of the
animate creation, comes to this, that the supposed
initial state, containing though it does so much that
is arbitrary, or that we may regard as such, was one
designed for the welfare in some remotely future time
of plants and animals afterwards to be brought into
being. Now, I do not say that the argument for
design is destroyed by the supposition of evolution
to the extent in which I have been supposing it to
have taken place, but I think it appeals to us less
strongly. And the reason why the appeal is less